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About Gertrude Castellow Ford

s / \ 7 ith an ever-inquisitive mind, Gertrude
Castellow Ford fully embraced the arts. As

a patron, an observer and a practitioner, Mrs. Ford
engaged in a lifelong exploration of all things of
beauty and inspiration. Exceedingly well-read in
poetry and classic literature, Mrs. Ford was often at
the center of spirited discussions about the merits
of all manner of literary works. Always at the very
foundation of her spirit was a great and sincere love
of the arts and letters.

'

In keeping with a generations-old family tradition of philanthropy, Mrs. Ford
established the Gertrude C. Ford Foundation in Jackson, Mississippi, with a
very generous gift in 1991 to support the arts in Mississippi. In addition to

the donation for the construction of the Ford Center, the Foundation supports
the USA International Ballet Competition, the Mississippi Opera, Mississippi
Museum of Art, University of Southern Mississippi Orchestra and many others.

Mrs. Ford died in September of 1996. She and her husband, Aaron Lane
Ford, who was an Ackerman attorney and U.S. congressman representing
what was Mississippi’s 4th District, are buried in Cuthbert, a small town in
southwest Georgia.
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The Avett Brothers

Four-time GRAMMY Award nominees The Avett Brothers made mainstream
waves with their critically acclaimed 2009 major label debut, I and Love
and You. In 2012, The Carpenter hit #4 on the Billboard 200, followed

by Magpie and the Dandelion in 2013, which debuted at #5 on the
Billboard 200. The 2017 documentary May It Last: A Portrait of The Avett
Brothers (co-directed by Judd Apatow and Michael Bonfiglio) chronicles
the process of writing 2016’s True Sadness, which debuted at #1 on
Billboard’s Top Albums, #1 on Rock Albums, #3 on the Billboard 200,

and scored two Grammy nominations. The film was released theatrically
and on HBO to rave reviews and is available on DVD/BluRay/VOD.

In 2019, the band released their tenth studio album Closer Than Together
featuring the single “High Steppin’” which reached #1 on the Americana Radio
Singles Chart. The Third Gleam came out amidst the COVID-19 pandemic
and debuted at #1 on Billboard’s Americana/Folk Albums, #1 Rock Albumes,
#1 Vinyl Albums, and the single “Victory” hit #1 on the Americana Radio
Singles Chart. This year saw the release of The Avett Brothers, an album that
is as much untitled as it is self-titled: a collection of songs that revealed
themselves naturally over time. Swept Away - a musical inspired by &
featuring the music of The Avett Brothers - recently debuted on Broadway.
The Avett Brothers have been inducted into the North Carolina Music Hall of
Fame and have earned a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Americana
Music Association. They are currently on tour throughout the U.S.
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ENDOWED FUNDS

Ford Center Quasi
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation:
Cheryle and Stephen Sims
Gayle Papa
Helen and John Lewis
Mary Ann Mobley & Gary E. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Haskell I1I
Nancye B. Starnes

Madison Charitable Fund - Joc
and Leigh Anne Carpenter

Thomas & Liz Farnsworth
Eley Guild Hardy Architects

BOXHOLDERS

Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
Chancellor Glenn and Emily Boyce
Mr. and Mrs. S. Lawrence Farrington

CELEBRATING THE ARTS
TREE SCULPTURE

TRUNK

Gertrude C. Ford
Foundation - $100,000

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B.
Haskell, III - $50,000

Ms. Nancye B. Starnes - $50,000

BOUGH
In Honor of Chancellor Robert
C. Khayat - $35,000

In Honor of Chancellor Robert
C. Khayat - $25,000

ACORN - $10,000

Kathryn Brewer Black
Carr Family Charitable Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Steven T. Case
Bill and Carole Dye
Ron and Nancy Harper
Dr. Billy and Rebecca Long
Susan and Tom Meredith
Dr. Jim and Mary Sharp Rayner
Mr. Stephen Eric Rowell

David Willson by John
and Jan Stoner

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph B. Vance, Sr.
Jeffery and Sharon Vitter
Dr. Margaret A. Wylde

LEAF - $1,000

Dot and Bert Allen
Dr. David D. and Mrs. Loree G. Allen
Julia and Robert Aubrey
Bonnie Avery
Mrs. Lucy Banks
Linda Biernacki
Becki and Art Bressler, Jr.
Rex Harrison Brunt
Robin and Denny Buchannon
Denny and Robin Buchannon
Keith and Kristina Collins

Cheryl Conlee and
Michaelene Johnson

Richard and Sherry Cooper
Laura and Robert Currie
Beth and Val Cuthbert
Martha and Henry Dodge
Dave and Eileen Duddleston



Susan and Kevin Duncan
Gaye and Roger Flynt, $5,000
Ben and Kathy Griffith
Mary Elena Hale
Susan Sadler Hayman
Dr. David H. and Mrs. Lisa A. Holben
Sandra and Matt Holleman
Kate Hooper and Felipe Macias
Betsy and David Johnston
Rebecca and Rob Jolly
Robert C. Khayat, $5000
Annette and Jerry Lee
Patricia and William Lewis, $6,000

Mary Sexton and Philip
Loria, $2,000

Melody and John Maxey

Kay Castellow McKnight and
French R. McKnight, III

Suzanne Montague
John and Melva Mortimer, Jr.
Charlotte and Paul Parks

Mary Lewis Poole
The Quirk Family
Linda and John Scarbrough

René Pulliam and
Christopher Schager

Marion and Carolyn Smith
Hubert and Rose Spears
Mr. Hubert Staley
Kathleen and Peter Sukanek
Walker and Molissia Swaney
Rhea and Robyn Tannehill
Samantha L. Turner
Buddy and Vicky Vance
Rosie and Steve Vassallo
Leslie Westbrook and Paolo Frigerio
Jeannine and Charles White
Mitzi and Lynn Whittington
Dr. and Mrs. Noel Wilkin
Max and Nila Williams

Frank and Jane Yerger

Friends of the Ford Center

as of September 4, 2025

PRODUCER ($2,500+)

Impression Solutions - $25,000
- Nancy and Ron Harper
The Inn at Ole Miss
Hederman Brothers
George and Ginny Abraham
Carol Jo Barnes
Dr. and Mrs. Steven T. Case - $5,000
Richard and Sherry Cooper
Ouida and Wayne Drinkwater
Dave and Eileen Duddleston
Drs. William M. and Carole S. Dye, Jr.
Lassie and Harry Flowers
Susan and R. L. Holley
Robert and Margaret Khayat
Larry and Michael Johnson
Family Foundation

Susan and Tom Meredith

Mr. and Mrs. A. Bruce Moore, Jr.
Mary Sharp and Jim Rayner
Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Seely IIT
Philip Loria and Mary Sexton

DIRECTOR ($1,000+)

Rosaland and Nash Allen

Julia and Robert Aubrey

Rex Harrison Brunt

Denny N. and Robin C. Buchannon
Rob and Laura Butler

Candice Carr

Keith and Kristina Collins

Gaye Flynt

Drs. Mark G. and Susan S. Gunn




Dr. and Mrs. Frank S. Hill Jr.
David and Elizabeth Johnston
Patricia and William Lewis
John and Melva Mortimer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David D. O’'Donnell
Mr. Lucius F. Sams Jr. - $1,250
Linda and John Scarbrough
Keith and Lori Shelly

Dr. and Mrs. Hubert E. Spears Jr.
Mrs. Joann R. Stefani

Tom and Sherry Storey

Walker and Molissia Swaney
Douglas Vance

Steve and Rosie Vassllo

Anne and Jerry Veazey

Nell Burns Wall

Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Watkins Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Noel E. Wilkin
Mrs. Rosalie M. Willett - $1,500
Ben and Melissa Williams

Dr. and Mrs. Michael D. Worthy
Beth B. Yates

ARTIST ($500+)

Freddie and Mary Lynn Bagley
Dr. Ben F. Banahan, III

Becki and Art Bressler

Ron and Sandy Brooks

Mr. Darrell Chunn

Alice M. Clark

Ms. Melissa Demetria Cinelli
Beverly and Kevin Cole

Dr. and Mrs. Clark Ethridge Jr.
Mary Ann and Don L. Frugé
Bill and Sandy Gates

Jake and Amanda Gibbs
Carolyn W. and Randel C. Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Grantham
Ben and Kathy Griffith

Jeff and Gale Hammond
Frank S. and Martha Hill
Terry K. League

Annette and Jerry Lee

Hon. and Mrs. C. T. Lott

Mr. Robert B. Malone

Dr. and Mrs. William S. Mayo

Dr. and Mrs. John Neill

Mr. Christopher J. Schager
and Ms. Rene E. Pulliam

Mr. and Mrs. Lee W. Randall

Lillian E. and Scotty P. Reed

Dr. and Rev. Edward B. Sisson

Michael Tincher

Frank W. Trapp

Dr. and Mrs. Alan T. Williams

Dr. Robin R. and Mr. Woody
G. Wilkerson

The Younger Foundation

SPONSOR ($300+)

David D. Allen and Jennifer

L. Schoelles
Mr. and Mrs. Brett M. Barefoot
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Boswell
Charles and Wanda Broun
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Carsley
Jim and Dianne Catt
Jane Thomas Chapman
Karan and Eric Clark
Arlen and Rebecca Coyle
Daphine Denley Craig
Dr. and Mrs. Danny H. Dickey
Leslie Cambre Elliot
Mr. and Mrs. Glen P. Evans
Evergreen Counseling
Mr. and Mrs. Gray M. Fowler
Layla Gibson and James D. Johnson
Regina Ginn
Jean and Kees Gispen
Mr. and Mrs. Austin G. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Heyward C. Green
Alice Hammond
Jane Hammond
Gayle and Michael Henry
Martha Stevens Huckins
Mr. James P. Johnstone
Melissa M. Jones
Clarissa and Robert Jordan
Catherine and Dean Kidd
Mr. John Wallace King




Mr. and Mrs. Colin P. Krieger
Mr. and Mrs. Preston H. Lee Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Livingston
Steve and Lulu Maness
Cathy and Don Martin
Ms. Elizabeth Mayeaux
Mr. and Mrs. William H. McGarrity Jr.
Mr. Michael Black Mitchell in
honor of Betty Black Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Mobley
Moe’s Original BBQ
Lisa I. and Charles W. Nicholson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy H. Paris II
Mr. and Mrs. Logan H. Power
Melanie and Anthony Presley
Gene and Lyn Price
Mr. Bruce S. Reynolds
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff W. Rish III
Dr. and Mrs. R. Pickett Scruggs III
Dr. Stephen and Anne Shirley
Mr. Samuel Sneed
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Mike. Staten
Stonewater Adolescent
Recovery Center
Dr. and Mrs. Earl T. Stubblefield
Laurie and Jeff Triplette
Vicky Vance

FAN ($150+)

Rev. and Mrs. Warren C. Black

Craig Brasfield and Stella Hester

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew R. Clinton

Catherine and William Crews

Mr. and Mrs. David Crews in
honor of Suzette D. Shelmire

Mr. John Cropp

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. duPerier III

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry D. Gibbs in
honor of Emmett Chassinol

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Graeber
in honor of Mr. and Mrs.
D.L. Simmons, Jr.

Mrs. Charlotte Griffin

Mrs. Deborah W. Hall

Susan Sadler Hayman

Mr. John Dexter Haynes Jr.

Mrs. Deena P. Heath in honor of
Cheryle and Stephen Sims

Mr. William T. May and Mrs.
Brett Thompson-May

Mr. Thomas G. McCarley Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Paul

Carolyn and Joe Pegram

Laura M. and William M. Richardson

Ms. Rachel Henderson Scott

Ms. Carolyn S. Smith

Tim Stamps

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher T. Thornton

accomplished performers.

fordcenter.org/support

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE FORD CENTER

The Ford Center for the Performing Arts is committed to bringing the highest
quality entertainment to its stage. However, private support is needed to provide
these excellent programs as ticket revenue alone does not cover the costs.

To bridge this gap, we rely on the generosity of our patrons Private contributions
support programs such as Broadway touring productions and special
opportunities for students, faculty and the general public to interact with

Please help us continue to offer these wonderful cultural events
by contributing to our annual Friends Campaign.
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