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Act 1

Clara
 Karyna Shatkovskaya /Yurisa Haruki

Nutcracker Prince, Harlequin Doll
 Rustem Imangaliev /Satofumi Yamamoto

Uncle Drosselmeyer
 Viacheslav Kravchenko

Mr. & Mrs. Stahlbaum
 Sharniyaz Shakirov | Anna Trofi mova

Brother Fritz
 Kurino Ryuichi

Nutcracker Doll
 Hiroaki Nisimura / Yuya Motoyoshi

Kissy Doll
 Ruby Florence Lily

Moor Dolls
 Rafael Urazov | Aiya Melis

Rat King
 Takahiro Furumichi
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Act 2

The Herald
	 Grzegorz Jastrzebsk

Dove of Peace
	 Rafael Urazov | Aiya Melis

Chinese Variation
	 Ryuichi Kurino | Kayoko
	 Maeba / Yumi Yasuhara

Arabian Variation
	 Rafael Urazov | Aiya Melis

French Variation
	 Rustem Imangaliev / Satofumi Yamamoto

Spanish Variation
	 Yuya Motoyoshi |
	 Kazane Furumichi / Aoi Sato

Folkloric Variation
	 Yevgeniy Zhukov | Tailys Poncione /
	 Ludmila Hlozkova
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Corps de Ballet
	 Aleksandra Buffelli, Sarah Cascone, Donovin Michael Cicatello, 

Antonio Fiorillo, Ginevra Gillio, Elier Ian Gonzales Bernal, Anastasiia 
Haietska, Pasqualina Iuliano, Mia Jones, Vanja Kiucinovic, Denise 
Martignon, Fabbio Matrice, Giuseppe Montagno, Francesco Minichino, 
Mariia Molotsiian, Iryna Protsenko, Paolo Radogna, Sacha Renou, 
Giorgio Salin, Francesco Salpietro, Hannah Shutt, Sofia Sulpizi, Luigi 
Tamburini, Morgane Tallot, Athina Trastrsani, Alessandro Vastarelli, 
Aimee Katie Williams

Nutcracker Youth Cast
Snowflakes
	 Mae Baker, Palmer Brewer, Adare Bryant, Lucy Cromwell, 

Claire Elise Goudy, Ann-Louise Graham, Ruth Hayward, Barry 
Linton, Ensley Maxcy, Betsy Mills, Caroline Pearson, Margaret 
Mary Rohrbacher, Mary Nell Sandifer, Fei Yan Sutherland

French & Sleigh
	 Mae Louise Morris, Everly Kate Shaffer

Party Kids
	 Kynslee Garner, Anna Catherine Gasca, Flannery Hamilton, 

Brinnley Hilton, Marley Humphries, Lenna Jones, Kolby 
Ley Kelly, Murphey McKenzie, Margaret Palmer, Kate Rigby, 
Lucy Roberson, Daley Smith, Collins Lomax, cover

Mice
	 Mary Elliott Busching, Act 1 only, Bremen Earnest, Genevieve Gordon, 

Andi Hale, Mattie Kelley, Frances King, Act 1 only, Mary Elizabeth Miers, 
Harper Poole, Mallory Pruitt, Madeline Wiygul, Nora McKenzie, cover

Spanish Younger
	 Eley Barkley, Virginia Beach, Collins Lomax, 

Sophia Thomas, Frances King, cover

Chinese Younger
	 Moseley Baker, Gigi Graham, Mary Elliott Busching, cover

Slavic Younger
	 Sadie Blankenship, Mary Walker King, Lillian 

Kizer, Nora McKenzie, Andi Hale, cover

Maidens
	 Sadie Alexander, Elizabeth Eastland, Mary Mac Ferris, Mary Elena 

Hale, Collins Helveston, Mary Rhodes Manley, Sarah Gwen Rigby, 
Emma Sarver, Cora Underwood, Ava Waide, Mary Liddy Wyatt
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Chinese Older
	 Mamie Whelan, Laurin Willis, Elizabeth Eastland, cover

Slavic Older
	 Sadie Alexander, Mary Elena Hale, Mary Rhodes Manley, 

Mary Liddy Wyatt, Sarah Gwen Rigby, cover

Lydia Siniard Foster, Youth Cast Rehearsal Director
Carrie White, Youth Cast Assistant Rehearsal Director

Synopsis
Act 1
It is Christmas Eve. Uncle Drosselmeyer has given Clara a new 
doll – a mysterious Nutcracker that stands at attention as if under 
a spell. Clara loves the Nutcracker, but her little brother Fritz is 
jealous and breaks it. Heartbroken, Clara places the wounded 
Nutcracker under the Christmas tree and falls asleep.

In her dreams, she and the Nutcracker win a fierce battle against 
an evil Rat King and his minions. The spell is broken, and the 
Nutcracker turns into a Prince. Together, they travel through 
a Winter dreamscape and dance among the Snowflakes.

Act 2
The magic continues as they fly on the wings of the Doves of Peace to 
the Prince’s home - the Land of Peace and Harmony. As they descend 
on the wings of the Doves into the Land of Peace and Harmony, the 
Herald, who reigns as the spirit of the forest, welcomes the Prince 
home. The Herald is accompanied by members of his court who 
present Clara and the Prince with ribboned medals for their bravery.

The celebration continues as the Prince’s friends perform dances from 
around the world; the firebird in the Chinese Variation signifies new 
beginnings; the elephant in the Arabian Variation represents Wisdom; 
the Unicorn in the French Variation our Imagination; the bull in the 
Spanish Variation brings Daring and the Bear in the folkloric Slavic 
variation represents strength. The festivities conclude with Clara 
and the Prince leading their friends in the Waltz of the Flowers.

The performance is 2 hours with a 20-minute intermission.

nutcracker.com
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Thank You!
ENDOWED FUNDS

Ford Center Quasi

Gertrude C. Ford Foundation:

Cheryle and Stephen Sims

Gayle Papa

Helen and John Lewis

Mary Ann Mobley & Gary E. Collins

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. Haskell III

Nancye B. Starnes

Madison Charitable Fund - Joc 
and Leigh Anne Carpenter

Thomas & Liz Farnsworth

Eley Guild Hardy Architects

BOXHOLDERS

Gertrude C. Ford Foundation

Chancellor Glenn and Emily Boyce

Mr. and Mrs. S. Lawrence Farrington

CELEBRATING THE ARTS 
 TREE SCULPTURE

TRUNK

Gertrude C. Ford 
Foundation - $100,000

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel B. 
Haskell, III - $50,000

Ms. Nancye B. Starnes - $50,000

BOUGH 

In Honor of Chancellor Robert 
C. Khayat - $35,000

In Honor of Chancellor Robert 
C. Khayat - $25,000

Lindsey and May Tape - $25,000

ACORN - $10,000

Kathryn Brewer Black

Carr Family Charitable Trust

Dr. and Mrs. Steven T. Case

Bill and Carole Dye

Ron and Nancy Harper

Dr. Billy and Rebecca Long

Susan and Tom Meredith

Dr. Jim and Mary Sharp Rayner

Mr. Stephen Eric Rowell

David Willson by John 
and Jan Stoner

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph B. Vance, Sr.

Jeffery and Sharon Vitter

Dr. Margaret A. Wylde

LEAF - $1,000

Dot and Bert Allen

Dr. David D. and Mrs. Loree G. Allen

Julia and Robert Aubrey

Bonnie Avery

Mrs. Lucy Banks
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Linda Biernacki

Becki and Art Bressler, Jr.

Rex Harrison Brunt

Robin and Denny Buchannon

Denny and Robin Buchannon

Keith and Kristina Collins

Cheryl Conlee and 
Michaelene Johnson

Richard and Sherry Cooper

Laura and Robert Currie

Beth and Val Cuthbert

Martha and Henry Dodge

Dave and Eileen Duddleston

Susan and Kevin Duncan

Gaye and Roger Flynt, $5,000

Ben and Kathy Griffith

Helen and Jason Hale

Mary Elena Hale

Susan Sadler Hayman

Dr. David H. and Mrs. Lisa A. Holben

Sandra and Matt Holleman

Kate Hooper and Felipe Maciás

Betsy and David Johnston

Rebecca and Rob Jolly

Robert C. Khayat, $5000

Annette and Jerry Lee

Patricia and William Lewis, $6,000

Mary Sexton and Philip 
Loria, $2,000

Melody and John Maxey

Kay Castellow McKnight and 
French R. McKnight, III

Suzanne Montague

John and Melva Mortimer, Jr.

Charlotte and Paul Parks

Bryant and Shelli Poole 

Frank Poole

Franklin and Amy Poole

Mary Lewis Poole

The Quirk Family

Linda and John Scarbrough

René Pulliam and 
Christopher Schager

Marion and Carolyn Smith

Hubert and Rose Spears

Mr. Hubert Staley

Kathleen and Peter Sukanek

Walker and Molissia Swaney

Rhea and Robyn Tannehill

Samantha L. Turner

Buddy and Vicky Vance

Rosie and Steve Vassallo

Leslie Westbrook and Paolo Frigerio

Jeannine and Charles White

Mitzi and Lynn Whittington

Dr. and Mrs. Noel Wilkin

Max and Nila Williams
Frank and Jane Yerger
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Friends of the Ford Center  
as of November 14, 2025 

PRODUCER ($2,500+)
Impression Solutions - $25,000 

- Nancy and Ron Harper
Dr. Margaret Ann Wylde - $10,000
Dr. and Mrs. Steven T. Case - $5,000
The Inn at Ole Miss
Hederman Brothers
George and Ginny Abraham
Carol Jo Barnes
Richard and Sherry Cooper
Ouida and Wayne Drinkwater
Dave and Eileen Duddleston
Drs. William M. and Carole S. Dye, Jr.
Lassie and Harry Flowers
Susan and R. L. Holley
Robert and Margaret Khayat
Larry and Michael Johnson 

Family Foundation
Susan and Tom Meredith
Mr. and Mrs. A. Bruce Moore, Jr.
Mary Sharp and Jim Rayner  
Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Seely III
Philip Loria and Mary Sexton

DIRECTOR ($1,000+)
Rosaland and Nash Allen
Julia and Robert Aubrey  
Rex Harrison Brunt  
Ms. Kaye H. Bryant
Denny N. and Robin C. Buchannon
Rob and Laura Butler
Candice Carr
Keith and Kristina Collins
Mr. and Mrs. John Dunbar
Maurice and Susan Eftink

Gaye Flynt  
Drs. Mark G. and Susan S. Gunn
Dr. and Mrs. Frank S. Hill Jr.
David and Elizabeth Johnston
Patricia and William Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Maxey II
John and Melva Mortimer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David D. O’Donnell
Mr. Lucius F. Sams Jr. - $1,250
Linda and John Scarbrough
Keith and Lori Shelly
Dr. and Mrs. Hubert E. Spears Jr.
Mrs. Joann R. Stefani
Tom and Sherry Storey
Walker and Molissia Swaney
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Tannehill Jr.
Jimmy and Theda Tatum
Douglas Vance
Steve and Rosie Vassllo
Anne and Jerry Veazey
Nell Burns Wall
Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Watkins Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Noel E. Wilkin
Mrs. Rosalie M. Willett - $1,500
Ben and Melissa Williams  
Dr. and Mrs. Michael D. Worthy
Beth B. Yates

ARTIST ($500+)
Freddie and Mary Lynn Bagley
Dr. Ben F. Banahan, III
Becki and Art Bressler
Ron and Sandy Brooks
Mr. Darrell Chunn - in 

memory of Gwin Chunn
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Ms. Melissa Demetria Cinelli
Alice M. Clark
Beverly and Kevin Cole
Dr. and Mrs. Clark Ethridge Jr.
Mary Ann and Don L. Frugé
Sandy and Bill Gates
Jake and Amanda Gibbs  
Carolyn W. and Randel C. Gibson  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Grantham
Ben and Kathy Griffith  
Jeff and Gale Hammond
Frank S. and Martha Hill
Terry K. League
Annette and Jerry Lee
 Hon. and Mrs. C. T. Lott
Mr. Robert B. Malone
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Mayo
Dr. and Mrs. John Neill
Mr. Christopher J. Schager 

and Ms. Rene E. Pulliam
Mr. and Mrs. Lee W. Randall
Lillian E. and Scotty P. Reed  
Dr. and Rev. Edward B. Sisson
The Younger Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen T. Threadgill
Michael Tincher
Frank W. Trapp
Dr. Robin R. and Mr. Woody 

G. Wilkerson
Dr. and Mrs. Alan T. Williams

SPONSOR ($300+)
David D. Allen and Jennifer 

L. Schoelles
Moe’s Original BBQ
Mr. and Mrs. Brett M. Barefoot
Dr. and Mrs. Brett R. Bartlett

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Boswell
Charles and Wanda Broun
Margaret T. Burke
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Carsley
Jim and Dianne Catt
Jane Thomas Chapman
Karan and Eric Clark
Arlen and Rebecca Coyle
Daphine Denley Craig
Dr. and Mrs. Danny H. Dickey
Leslie Cambre Elliot
Mr. and Mrs. Glen P. Evans
Evergreen Counseling
Stonewater Adolescent 

Recovery Center
Mr. and Mrs. Gray M. Fowler
Layla Gibson and James D. Johnson  
Regina Ginn  
Jean and Kees Gispen
Mr. and Mrs. Austin G. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Heyward C. Green
Dr. and Mrs. Vaughn L. Grisham
Alice Hammond
Jane Hammond
Gayle and Michael Henry
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Hopper Jr.
Martha Stevens Huckins  
Mr. James P. Johnstone
Melissa M. Jones
Clarissa and Robert Jordan
Catherine and Dean Kidd  
Mr. John Wallace King
Mr. and Mrs. Colin P. Krieger
Mr. and Mrs. Preston H. Lee Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Livingston
Steve and Lulu Maness
Cathy and Don Martin
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JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE FORD CENTER
The Ford Center for the Performing Arts is committed to bringing 
the highest quality entertainment to its stage. Please help us 
continue to offer these wonderful cultural events by contributing 
to our annual Friends Campaign: fordcenter.org/support

Ms. Elizabeth Mayeaux
Mr. and Mrs. William 

H. McGarrity Jr.
Mr. Michael Black Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Mobley
Lisa I. and Charles W. Nicholson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy H. Paris II
Mr. and Mrs. Logan H. Power
Melanie and Anthony Presley
Gene and Lyn Price
Mr. Bruce S. Reynolds
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff W. Rish III
Dr. and Mrs. R. Pickett Scruggs III
Dr. Stephen and Anne Shirley
Mr. Samuel Sneed
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Mike. Staten
Mrs. Shirley Stuart
Dr. and Mrs. Earl T. Stubblefield
Laurie and Jeff Triplette
Vicky Vance

FAN ($150+)
Rev. and Mrs. Warren C. Black
Craig Brasfield and Stella Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew R. Clinton
Jack and Chris Coban
Mr. Ronald D. Collins
Catherine and William Crews  

Mr. and Mrs. David Crews - in 
honor of Suzette D. Shelmire

Mr. John Cropp
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. duPerier III
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry D. Gibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. 

Graeber - in honor of Mr. and 
Mrs. D.L. Simmons, Jr.

Mrs. Charlotte Griffin
Mrs. Deborah W. Hall
Susan Sadler Hayman
Mr. John Dexter Haynes Jr.
Mrs. Deena P. Heath - in honor of 

Cheryle and Stephen Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Preston H. Lee Jr.
Mr. William T. May and Mrs. 

Brett Thompson-May
Mr. Thomas G. McCarley Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Mobley
Drs. Samuel C. and Mary E. Pace
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Paul
Carolyn and Joe Pegram
Jason Plunk and Collin Hill
Laura M. and William M. Richardson
Ms. Rachel Henderson Scott
Ms. Carolyn S. Smith
Tim Stamps
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

T. Thornton
Dr. Judith Davis Trott
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About Gertrude Castellow Ford
 

With an ever-inquisitive mind, Gertrude 
Castellow Ford fully embraced the arts. As 

a patron, an observer and a practitioner, Mrs. Ford 
engaged in a lifelong exploration of all things of 
beauty and inspiration. Exceedingly well-read in 
poetry and classic literature, Mrs. Ford was often at 
the center of spirited discussions about the merits 
of all manner of literary works. Always at the very 
foundation of her spirit was a great and sincere love 
of the arts and letters.

In keeping with a generations-old family tradition of philanthropy, Mrs. Ford 
established the Gertrude C. Ford Foundation in Jackson, Mississippi, with a 
very generous gift in 1991 to support the arts in Mississippi. In addition to 
the donation for the construction of the Ford Center, the Foundation supports 
the USA International Ballet Competition, the Mississippi Opera, Mississippi 
Museum of Art, University of Southern Mississippi Orchestra and many others.

Mrs. Ford died in September of 1996. She and her husband, Aaron Lane 
Ford, who was an Ackerman attorney and U.S. congressman representing 
what was Mississippi’s 4th District, are buried in Cuthbert, a small town in 
southwest Georgia.

FORD CENTER STAFF
Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Julia Aubrey	
Technical Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Zerangue	
Marketing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Kate Meacham
Staff Assistant II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Rosette Brown	  
Performing Arts Technician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Whitley O’Neal
Performing Arts Technician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Kenneth J. Franklin
Performing Arts Technician . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Josh Stuart 
House Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Michelle Cook
Annual Giving Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Maura Langhart

UM BOX OFFICE STAFF
Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Jennifer Pardoe
Customer Service Representative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Anna Lacy

Gertrude Castellow Ford Center for the Performing Arts
 351 University Avenue • Post Office Box 1848 • University, MS 38677-1848 

662-915-7411 • fordcent@olemiss.edu • fordcenter.org

FOLLOW US



The 2025-26 season is sponsored in part by


