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MICHAEL MARKOWSKI
(b. 1986)

Joyride

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
(1770 - 1827)
Symphony No. 9 in d-minor, op. 125
L

Allegro ma non troppo, un poco maestoso

II.
Molto vivace

III.
Adagio molto e cantabile

IV.
Presto - Allegro assai - Allegro assai vivace



Program Notes

Masterworks Four (March 2022)
by Michelle Pellay-Walker

Composer’s Program Note (Michael Markowski): “Joyride” was originally
composed in 2005, when I was a student at Dobson High School in Mesa, Arizona.
Our symphonic band had been invited to play at Carnegie Hall in New York City,
and my band director, Jon Gomez, proposed the idea of writing a short celebratory
work to commemorate the occasion. As I remember it, he said, “It would be

cool to blend something joyful, something traditional—say, Beethoven’s Ode To
Joy—with something more contemporary—like John Adams’ Short Ride in a Fast
Machine? His idea excited me so much that within ten days, I had completed the
first draft of this classical mash-up—a three-minute concert opener that dressed
Beethoven’s famous melody in a tie-dyed blaze of rhythm and texture that nods
humbly to Adams. Although the original piece was composed for a high school
symphonic band, I'm especially excited to share this new version reimagined for
full symphony orchestra and transcribed specifically for the Arizona Musicfest
2016 Young Composer’s Fanfare Competition.” Maestro Robert Moody makes

the following observation: “Joyride is a work which I believe is a perfect lead-off
to perhaps the single most powerful symphony ever composed: Beethoven’s 9th.
The piece is stunning, with a jubilant, youthful spirit, beautifully blended with
Markowski’s talent for creating imagery with sound.”

Ludwig Van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 in D Minor, Opus 125, is an enormous
work, standing on its own for many years not only as the first symphony to
incorporate vocalists, but also as one the longest symphonies ever written (one of
the more interesting rumours is that the original length of CDs was determined
partially to ensure that the Ninth Symphony could fit on a single disc). Each
movement is massive in its own right, not just the fourth. The first is a large sonata
form; it begins in the “wrong” key (not unlike what happens at the beginning of
the First Symphony), settling into the stated key of D Minor following the first big
crescendo, and continues in a relatively straightforward manner from there. The
second movement scherzo may be one of the most famous in history (it was the
featured closing theme of NBC’s Huntley-Brinkley News Report for many years,
which is how I first learned it!), and is in the unusual position of being placed
second instead of third in movement order. Beethoven also writes the trio in a
duple meter rather than continuing in a triple meter as expected (he did the same
thing in his Sixth Symphony). The third movement, a theme and variations similar

in construction to the slow movement of the Fifth Symphony (in that it features
two thematic ideas), is a showpiece not only for the first violins, but also for the
horn with its extended solo in Variation Two (and the scoring calls for it to be
played by Horn Four, rather than Horn One). [This movement is considered to be
one of Beethoven’s most beautiful Adagios, and is my personal favorite of the four.]
That leaves the fourth movement: Following a nearly four-minute introduction
featuring the cellos and double basses in an extended recitative-like passage in
which the previous movements’ themes are referenced (and the primary fourth
movement theme is hinted at), the main body is a huge theme and variations that
is ultimately centered around the text of Friedrich von Schiller’s “An die Freude,
perhaps better known as “Ode to Joy” One should note, however, that the opening
baritone recitative text is not Schiller’s, but rather Beethoven’s own:

O Freunde, nicht diese Tone! Sondern lafit uns angenehmere anstimmen,
und freudenvollere. Freude! Freude!

[Oh friends, not these sounds! Let us instead strike up more pleasing and
more joyful ones. Joy! Joy!]

Plan your next gathering with us!

2216 West Jackson Ave
(662) 236-WINE (9463) Oxford, MS 38655




About the Artists

LAQUITA MITCHELL

Soprano Laquita Mitchell consistently earns
acclaim in eminent opera companies throughout
North America and Europe. Already in her
young career, she has led performances with

the Los Angeles Opera, San Francisco Opera,
Houston Grand Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago,
New York City Opera, Washington National
Opera, Opéra Comique in Paris, among many
others. In her compelling debut as Bess in
Porgy and Bess with the San Francisco Opera, Opera News said “Soprano Laquita
Mitchell, in her first outing as Bess, dazzled the SFO [San Francisco Opera]
audience with her purity of tone and vivid theatrical presence” Hailed in the New
York Times “Ms. Mitchell’s voice is rich, shimmering and sizable, her singing was
tender and expressive”. Ms. Mitchell makes her Memphis Symphony Orchestra
debut as the soprano soloist in “Beethoven’s “Symphony No. 9” under the baton of
Robert Moody.

TAYLOR RAVEN

Taylor Raven closed the 2020-21 season with a
role and house debut with Des Moines Metro
Opera as Polina in Tchaikovsky’s Pique Dame
and a house debut as Rosina in Rossini’s Il
barbiere di Siviglia with Finger Lakes Opera.
In the 2021-2022 season, Taylor looks forward
to many debuts on the opera and concert stage.
She will make her house debut with Houston
Grand Opera as Dritte Dame in Mozart’s Die
Zauberfl6te and will make a role/house debut with North Carolina Opera in Paul
Moravec’s Sanctuary Road as Clarissa Davis. Taylor will make a role/house debut
as Mallika in Delibes’ Lakmé with Washington Concert Opera. She will perform
as the alto soloist in Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 with Dallas Symphony under
conductor Fabio Luisi, Baltimore Symphony under conductor Marin Alsop and
the Los Angeles Philharmonic.

LIMMIE PULLIAM

Rising tenor Limmie Pulliam continues to thrill
audiences with his captivating stage presence
and his “stentorian, yet beautiful,” sound. The
2021/22 season has been highlighted by his
highly-anticipated L..A. Opera debut as Manrico
in Verdi’s Il Trovatore where he was lauded

by the Los Angeles Times for his “healthy,
focused, ringing tenor” He followed that with a
successful role debut as Turiddu in Mascagni’s
Cavalleria Rusticana with Vashon Opera. Mr. Pulliam has been featured in
numerous appearances with the internationally renowned chorale Gloriae Dei
Cantores, as tenor soloist (Ahab/Obadiah) in an original language presentation of
Mendelssohn’s Elijah as well as in concerts featuring Intimations of Immortality
and Ode For St. Cecelia by Gerald Finzi. The Missouri native trained with the

late renowned, pedagogue Richard Miller. He is also a former participant in the
young artist programs of Cleveland Opera, Opera Delaware and Opera Memphis.
He was the 2012 Artist Division Winner of the National Opera Association’s
Vocal Competition and, in 2013, was a winner in the 3rd Annual Concorso
Internazionale di Canto della Fondazione Marcello Giordano in Catania, Sicily.

JOSHUA CONYERS

Baritone Joshua Conyers has been hailed

by Opera News with “a deliciously honeyed
baritone that would seduce anyone” and The
New York Times as having “a sonorous baritone”
that “wheedled and seduced” A native of

Bronx, NY, is quickly being championed for his
captivating performances as he continues to be
recognized as one the promising young dramatic
voices of today. Mr. Conyers performed the

role of Uncle Wesley in Carlos Simon’s Night Trip for Washington National
Operas American Opera Initiative and Ed in the world premiere of Everything

for Dawn produced by Experiments in Opera with leading composers Kamala
Sankaram and Aaron Siegel. Mr. Conyers covered the roles of Mr. Umeya in the
American premiere of Huang Ruo’s Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in Mandarin Chinese, and
Walt Whitman in the world premiere of Theodore Morrison’s Oscar, both with

the Santa Fe Opera. As a concert artist, he will make his debut with the Memphis
Symphony Orchestra performing Beethoven’s 9th Symphony under the baton of
Robert Moody.
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About Gertrude Castellow Ford

With an ever-inquisitive mind, Gertrude Castellow Ford
fully embraced the arts. As a patron, an observer and a
practitioner, Mrs. Ford engaged in a lifelong exploration of all
things of beauty and inspiration. Exceedingly well-read in poetry
and classic literature, Mrs. Ford was often at the center of spirited
discussions about the merits of all manner of literary works.

Always at the very foundation of her spirit was a great and sincere

love of the arts and letters.

In keeping with a generations-old family tradition of philanthropy, Mrs. Ford established the
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation in Jackson, Mississippi, with a very generous gift in 1991 to support
the arts in Mississippi. In addition to the donation for the construction of the Ford Center, the
Foundation supports the USA International Ballet Competition, the Mississippi Opera, Mississippi

Museum of Art, University of Southern Mississippi Orchestra and many others.

Mrs. Ford died in September of 1996. She and her husband, Aaron Lane Ford, who was an
Ackerman attorney and U.S. congressman representing what was Mississippi’s 4th District, are

buried in Cuthbert, a small town in southwest Georgia.

FORD CENTER STAFF

DIrector . ..o Julia Aubrey
Technical Coordinator........... i, Matt Zerangue
Marketing .. ... Kate Meacham
Staff Assistant IT ... ... Rosette Brown
Assistant Technical Coordinator. ......... ..o, Max McDonaldson
Assistant Technical Coordinator. ..., .. Whitley O’Neal
Managing Director of Development .......... ... .. ..., Rob Jolly

UM BOX OFFICE STAFF
SUPEIVISOL Jennifer Pardoe

Ticket Office Assistant. ........... ittt Virginia Kerrigan

Gertrude Castellow Ford Center for the Performing Arts
351 University Avenue * Post Office Box 1848 ¢ University, MS 38677-1848
662-915-7411 « fordcent@olemiss.edu * fordcenter.org
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